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ADDRESS AT THE OPENING OF THE 5TH MAYORS’ SUMMIT OF BALCINET - BALKAN CITIES’ NETWORK
Friday, April 1, 2005 at 17:00 Piraeus Port Authority Conference Hall 
(10 Miaouli Beach)
Dear Mayor of Piraeus, Dear Christos Agrapidis,

Dear Colleagues, Mayors of Major Balkan Cities,
Dear Members of Parliament,

Eminent guests,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Dear friends,

When I invited most of you or most of your predecessors to Thessaloniki five years ago, my intention was to discuss the future of our region which is, undoubtedly, at a turning point, as well as the role local communities can play in reconstruction and development.

I had always had in mind the need to establish some form of Inter-Balkan inter-municipal cooperation; however, I could not specify its manner and course in time. 

Thus, with steady and decisive steps, we began our discussions in 2000 in Thessaloniki and then, once again in Thessaloniki, in 2001, during the founding Mayors’ Summit, we defined the design and structure of BALCINET, the Balkan Cities’ Network, and declared our belief in the principles of friendship, cooperation and mutual support.

Both during the founding Summit and the following Mayors’ Summits that took place in Sofia and Thessaloniki, we discovered that our common road is the European road and that our goal is to intensely and effectively promote the interests and prospects of local communities on the way towards a Balkan region of cities and citizens.

In 2004, the Municipality of Thessaloniki offered Casa Bianca, a unique renovated mansion, to house our Network, the Office of the “Balkan Mayor”, his services and our initiatives; furthermore, we created our internet portal, so that we could communicate better amongst ourselves and with citizens.
In fact, 6 months ago, we experienced the Olympic ideal during the extraordinary Thessaloniki Summit; today, we are gathered once more, under the presidency of Mr. Christos Agrapidis, the Mayor of Piraeus, to continue our journey along the path of friendship, cooperation and development by plotting new, joint planning and action paths.

Our presence here, five years on, certifies our bonds and our belief in the principles we declared and this pleases us immensely.

The Municipality of Thessaloniki will warmly support the new directions to be set by the 5th Mayors’ Summit, just like it did at the founding Summit.

The challenge of European Enlargement – the dynamic element of developments in the near future in our region – developmental programmes that are being redesigned, borders which no longer separate peoples, cultures and goods, and problems – especially those concerning major cities that make no discrimination concerning colour, race, language or religion – comprise significant issues for all of us and have to be faced immediately for the benefit of our fellow citizens.
Now, apart from our personal and local abilities, we have the Balkan Cities’ Network, an international self-governed alliance within a Balkan region through which cities can communicate, cooperate, plan and dream.

I would like to warmly thank the Municipality of Piraeus for its hospitality and congratulate the Mayor, the Chairman of the City Council and Municipal executives, who contributed towards the truly impeccable organization of this Summit.

I wish every success to the work of our Summit; may our efforts and work be fruitful.


Thank you.____________________________
